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1. In regard to bunkering hahite o ships in the Zleck, Azov, end Casplan Seas,
all vessels in zhe Cazpien use oil for fucl. 4 vaaker uey take on fuel st
any port at which it calls » 88 these ports have an oil section (neftegaven) »
vhere the tanker ties up. In order to save time for passenger and cargo
ships, port authorities take oil by barge to the ship in port. Hose and
bumps are used. This method avoids the necessity of the ship moving to the
oil section. A similar procedure is used if the vessel uses coal for fuel.
Shipe on the Black and Azov Seas used either coal or 011. All tankers were
Diesel powered.

2. As the USSR built ships only for its needs and was not interested in inter-
national shipping, its fleet vas small. About one-half of the CArgn vaassels
in 1941 wvere quite old. This factor lowered the general condition of the
Soviet merchant marine fleet. Most of the tankers , however, were quite new.
Ships were well muintained.
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Caspien Sea. It was under the Caspian Petroieum Shipping Administya-
tion (Upravleniys. Neftensiivnevo Caspiskovo Perakhodstvo). It had approx-
imately the same number of ships as did Sovtanker, but the ships were smuller
(three to five thousand tons capacity) and in poorer condition, as they werc

older.
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